
 

President: Iolo Williams 
 

 
Minutes of the 25th Annual General Meeting of the Welsh Ornithological Society 

7 November 2015, Carno 
 

1. Present 
 
73 members were present at the meeting. 
 

2. Apologies for absence 
 
Mick Green, Verity Picken, John Lawton Roberts, Michael Sherman. 
 

3. Minutes of the last AGM on 8 November 2014, Rhuthun 
 
Proposed as accurate by Giles Pepler, seconded by Iolo Williams. Accepted. 
 

1. Chairman’s report 

 
Although the AGM formally reports on our financial year, which finished in December 2014, our verbal 

reports focus on the year since we last met at the AGM, which is of greater relevance. 

 

Council is preparing a five-year strategy that will guide WOS’s development. This will be agreed by 

Council in a few weeks and then be available on our website. This will guide the work of WOS and 

hopefully will engage more members in its delivery. 

 

WOS has been championing birds in Wales in various ways. 

 

The small grant scheme was able to support two projects in 2015: contributions to A Swift Recovery in 

North Wales and two new nesting banks at Parc Slip Nature Reserve in south Wales. Members were 

encouraged to apply for grants to help birds in Wales. 

 

WOS made a one-off donation of £1000 to BirdTrack.  WOS is proud to be a core partner of 

BirdTrack, and is pleased that this will continue into 2016 as the partnership grows. We will sign an 

agreement with the other core partners to that effect very soon, we hope. BirdTrack has developed 

further this year, with the ability to upload data for any country, so all members can all help 

international conservation by contributing holiday trip lists. 

 

Another way in which WOS has been operating at a supra-national level is by supporting the new UK 

Birds of Conservation Concern report, which is expected to be published before Christmas. He 

thought members can be proud that WOS endorsement is sought for such work. 

 

WOS doesn’t have the capacity to get involved in every fight for birds, but we pick and choose 

carefully, and we support other NGOs (RSPB, TWTs) in their campaigns. This year, for example, we 

supported Hen Harrier Day in August and lobbied the Welsh Government on their Nature Recovery 

Plan. WOS suggested several ways in which it could be a lot better! 

 

WOS has made efforts on two issues during the year. A few weeks ago, we put NRW’s issuing of 
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licences to kill cormorants and goosanders firmly under the media’s microscope.  Obtaining 

information under the Freedom of Information Act, we do not believe the level of evidence used to 

issue licences meets the legal requirement.  We know that NRW has no clue about the impact of their 

licences on the population because no-one has a recent population estimate for either species. The 

media focus followed a weak response from the Minister about both this issue and the Government’s 

refusal to ban the shooting of Greenland White-fronted Geese in Wales. The world population of 

GWFGs continues in freefall, and the Welsh Government continues to rely on a voluntary moratorium 

not to shoot GWFGs in the Dyfi estuary. But they can’t demonstrate the moratorium is working, and 

they make no attempt to control any shooting of geese as they fly through other Welsh airspace. With 

your support, NRW and the Welsh Government hasn’t heard the last from us on either issue.  

 

Affiliate members: all the bird clubs and groups were thanked for their continued support. WOS would 

like to hear from them about how they wish the relationship with WOS to develop. 

 

WOS continues support for the Welsh Records Panel. The 2014 WRP report, Scarce and Rare Birds 

in Wales, was published on the members’ area of the WOS website a couple of weeks ago. 

 

WOS has also supported the Welsh Raptor Study Group over recent years. Unfortunately, attempts to 

formalise the constitution and working practices of the group have come to nought, and regretfully we 

have now withdrawn our support. 

 

Finally, we have been thinking about how to celebrate the legacy of our late Chairman, Derek Moore, 

and have agreed, in discussion with his widow Beryl, that we will do this in several ways. We will, at 

the end of the AGM, announce the winner of the Derek Moore Student Research Award, which now 

bears his name.  We will also offer a number of free places for 16-25 year olds at each Conference, 

and are delighted that all of these have been taken up in this first year. We will shortly be announcing 

a Young Conservationist Bursary designed to assist 16-25 year olds in Wales with travel or equipment 

costs to develop their interests. The theme of this year’s Conference is Inspiring the Next Generation, 

and we do so inspired by Derek. 

 

Members were thanked for their continued support. 
 

4. Treasurer’s report 
 
The report of Income and Expenditure showed a loss of about £2000 for the year. Council had agreed to 
reduce the reserves that had built up by releasing money to help the conservation of birds. This is being 
done through the small grants scheme and the Derek Moore Student Research Awards. Also, in 2014 the 
costs of two Welsh Bird Reports fell within the same calendar year. WOS will continue to spend money to 
support conservation until the reserves reach a level of about £5000 when it will reconsider its financial 
strategy. 
 
More people are encouraged to become members of WOS to provide support. 
 
He reported that the balance sheet for the year was satisfactory. 
 
Acceptance of the Treasurer’s report was proposed by Alan Williams and seconded by Heather Coates. 
Carried nem con. 
 
The Treasurer was thanked for his work during the year. 
 

5. Secretary’s report 
 
There was nothing out of the usual to report. The Secretary was thanked by the Chairman. 
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6. Editor’s report 
 
The Editor explained that she had considerable difficulties during the year when her computer crashed. She 
apologised if any person had submitted a paper that was not included in the most recent edition of Birds in 
Wales. As the current Editor is standing down at this AGM she informed the meeting that Rhion Pritchard is 
expected to take over the role. 
 
The Editor thanked contributors, Rhion Pritchard for the Welsh Bird Report, Jon Green for the Scarce and 
Rare Birds Report and Ian Spence for help with typesetting. 
 

7. Election of Officers 
 
Just one person had been nominated for the position of Chair for the next five years, Mick Green. He was 
proposed by Julian Hughes, seconded by Anne Brenchley, carried nem con. 
 

8. Election of Council members 
 
There were four people standing for election to Council, two of whom, Steve Sutcliffe and Keith Noble, had 
been co-opted during the last year.  
 
Steve Sutcliffe was proposed by Richard Facey, seconded by Iolo Williams, carried nem con. 
Keith Noble was proposed by Carlton Parry, seconded by Steph Tyler, carried nem con. 
Rhion Pritchard was proposed by Bob Haycock, seconded by Wendy James, carried nem con. 
Giles Pepler was proposed by Kelvin Jones, seconded by Annie Haycock, carried nem con. 
 
The Chairman thanked all officers for their work through the year. He appealed for people to consider 
standing for election to Council, especially as the post of Secretary will become vacant when Ian Spence 
stands down in November 2016 after two terms in office. 
 

9. Date of next meeting 
 
5 November 2016 at Myddfai 
 


