
 

 
 

Minutes of the Council meeting at Plas Dolerw on Saturday, 9 March 2019 

Present: Heather Crump, Richard Facey, Mick Green, Julian Hughes, Neil Lambert, Keith Noble, Giles Pepler, 

Rhion Pritchard, Ian Spence, Steve Sutcliffe. 

Apologies for absence: Anne Brenchley (Co-opted), Kelvin Jones, Alison Noble, Carlton Parry, Dan Rouse, Iolo 

Williams. 

 

 
19.01  Minutes of the meeting on 17 November 2018 

 
Accepted. 

 

19.02  Matters arising  

 18.58. 

5 

Car stickers 

 
It was agreed to price car stickers at £1 each and that one should be sent free 

to each new member. 

 

 18.24 Chair’s report 

 
There had been another meeting of the fish-eating birds group, If a position 

statement is accepted by the Welsh Government, evidence in support of 

applications should be better in future. 

 
NL and MG met with NRW Licensing about licences provided to kill various 

species. NRW inherited a poor system from the WG and it is now trying to sort 

things out. There was discussion about various examples. There have recently 

been positive messages from Pat Lindley at NRW. 

 
There was a good meeting with Hannah Blythyn in relation to Curlew Cymru 

but after reorganisation within WG the positive developments have 

disappeared. There has been a delay in a grant to RSPB for Curlew work. 

 

 18.32 Progress with digitisation of WOS publications 

 
JH is still trying to make contact with BHL and is waiting for the scanning of 

some editions of Welsh Birds / Birds in Wales. 

 

 18.46 Editor’s report 

 
There was some discussion about what should be made available on the 

website. 

 

  To create a pdf of each of the Birds in Wales for the last five years and send 

to GP to put on the website. There will be the contents of each edition, with 

Welsh and English abstracts 

IMS 



 

    

    



 

 18.47 Council succession planning  

  To invite AB to be coopted onto Council. MG 

    

19.03  Chair’s report 

 
See above, under item 18.24. 

 

19.04  Treasurer’s report 

 
WOS is in a good financial position, especially with the £8k of donations. The 

conference broke even and the BirdFair only cost about £300. 

 
A small number of grants have been awarded so far. 

 
The big expenses each year are Birds in Wales and the Welsh Bird Report and 

the costs for the latter run into the next calendar year. In future we expect the 

WBR to be published in January. 

 
Currently, there is a total of about £24k in the bank. We are likely to be able to 

do the next five years without raising subscriptions. 

 
There was a discussion about some members who live overseas. To post the 

WBR to the USA costs £7 per copy and about £2 to Europe. As there are so few 

members who live abroad we will continue to send them the publications. 

 

19.05  Membership Secretary’s report 

 
AN had sent a report to all by email and KN spoke to it. 

 

  To initiate a Young Person’s Membership rate of £5 for three years with 

discretion to enable such membership to the age of 25. These members will 

receive electronic versions of the publications. 

AN 

  To draft the necessary change to the constitution. IMS 

  To initiate a system of emails to any members who wish, or are only entitled 

to, electronic copies of publications to say that the latest edition is available 

for download from the website. 

AN 

  To add the front cover to the pdf of the Welsh Bird Report for download from 

the website. 

IMS 

  To check with AN that these agreements will work with our current systems. KN 

  To ask DR to mention that the membership leaflet will be sent with the next 

edition of Birds in Wales and to pass it on to potential new members. 

AN 

   
To delete the following from the current list of complimentary copies: 

Dominic Mitchell 

RSPB Edinburgh 

National Museum of Wales 

Natural England 

SOC 

 



 

  Birdlife International 

Biosis 

JNCC 

 
To add to the list: 

Wardens of Skomer and Skokholm. 

 

19.06  Editor’s report 

 
MG thanked all who contributed to the latest Welsh Bird Report. 

 
The Treasurer is happy for the WBR to continue with as much colour as in the 

2017 report. 

 
RP reported on progress with the contents for the next Birds in Wales. He 

wished to have more papers by the beginning of May 2019. Various ideas were 

discussed. 

 

  To check with the wardens of the bird observatories about possible 

contributions. 

RP 

    

19.07  New book 

 
Costings have been received from two sources based on a full-colour, A4, 

hardback book of 448 pages. A third hoped-for costing never arrived. 

 
One was to publish with Liverpool University Press for which the WOS 

contribution to the cost would be about £22,000. The other was from CMP 

(who print Birds in Wales) and their cost would be about £24,500. There was 

discussion about services provided by LUP and what we would have to do if we 

did our own publishing. There was mention of ‘print on demand’ but we were 

not aware if that was available for the quality of book that we want. 

 
It was decided that we would seek to arrange a contract with LUP. 

 
There was some discussion about species sponsorship in order to raise the 

money needed to cover the costs of publication. 

 

  To email DR, MG, HC, GP to consider sponsorship and to become a subgroup 

to manage the process. 

IMS 

  To send the latest version of the Welsh bird list to GP. JH 

    

19.08  BirdFair 2019 

 
It is thought that the WTSWW will also be going to the BirdFair, so we should 

be able to combine our stands, as last year. 

 

  To book a WOS stand at the BirdFair. MG 

   
DR was thanked for her draft posters that with some work we expect to use. It 

was agreed that we should push species sponsorship for the book at the 

BirdFair. 

 



 

    

  To book announcements about species sponsorship over the tannoy at the 

BIrdFair each day. 

MG 

  To seek sponsorship for BirdFair attendance from companies by making 

leaflets available. 

KN 

  To ask DR to investigate prices for pin badges with an iconic Welsh species 

and a backing card with the WOS logo. 

IMS 

  To attempt to seek support from Visit Wales. JH 

  To help organise the stand at the BIrdFair. AB, 

IMS, 

BH 

    

19.09  Conference 2019 

 
It was decided that Iolo’s talk will not be called a ‘Derek Moore memorial 

lecture’. 

 
After discussion it was agreed that at least one more speaker needs to be 

added to the draft programme. 

 

  To invite Ian Newton to talk about raptors and technology and Mary Colwell 

to talk about Curlews and her walk across Wales. 

JH 

  To organise walks for the Sunday at Ynys Las and Ynys Hir as optional extras 

fore the conference. There will be no charges but booking is necessary to 

assess viability. 

HC, 

MG 

   
Costs are expected to work out at about £16.50 per person for the conference 

at the University. There was discussion about possible stands including: WOS, 

RSPB, BTO, Summit to the Sea (summit2sea.wales). 

 

  To approach the LERCs in Wales to see if they wish to have stands. IMS, 

BH 

  To approach an optical equipment company. MG 

  Any other ideas, please contact KN. All 

   
The ticket prices will be £30 for members and £35 for non-members plus 

booking fee via Eventbrite. 

 

19.10  Willow Tit Survey 

 
AB had sent a report on progress. 

 

  To update the table in the report and send to all. AB 

    

  There was some discussion about a possible facebook page but it was thought  



 

  not to be necessary for such a small group of people involved with the survey. 

It was agreed that it is a time-consuming project. AB was thanked for her work 

to get the survey moving in Wales. 

 

19.11  Small conservation grants 

 
There was a disappointing set of applications this year. 

 
An issue has been raised in South Wales that the WOS priority species are 

biased towards the west and north of the country. 

 
There are some issues from previous grants not being fully used and a lack of 

reports. 

 

19.12  International Ornithological Congress in Wales 

 
The Celtic Manor Hotel had approached WOS to be an in-country partner. As 

we are unable to provide funding there has been no futher information. 

 

19.13  E-media 

 
DR sent an email to all prior to the meeting. 

 

  To send articles to DR to include in the e-newsletter. All 

   
GP reported that the website has c 500-600 hits per month. In order to 

increase this there need to be other items in social media to attract the 

attention of people to the website. He explained the changes that are 

underway to restructure the website. As part of this there may be the 

possibility of an automatic translation facility to translate English into Welsh. 

 

19.14  BTO Cymru 

 
Two meetings are taking place this weekend – ‘Train the trainers’ today and a 

meeting of the Welsh Regional Representatives tomorrow. Both at the Elan 

Valley Hotel. 

 

19.15  RSPB Cymru  

  Celtic Rainforest Life Project 

The seven-year project is now in active delivery with SNPA as the lead 

partner. The RSPB’s project team is in place based at the Forestry Hub 

on the Dyfi Ecopark, Machynlleth with recruitment underway for four 

woodland bird monitoring posts to complete baseline surveys. The 

formal launch event is being planned for late spring / early summer 

Chough 

Various work streams underway: 

• Preparatory work with NRW re SPA boundaries for chough 

(previous reports etc being updated with latest data on chough 

populations and land usage information) 

• Anglesey and Llyn Volunteer winter chough surveys 

 



 

  • Involved with outcome led pilot projects for chough and other 

species on NT land as part of the Llyn partnership SMS project 

• Work being developed as part of the proposed stage 2 

Carneddau Landscape partnership to be submitted in April 

(work will include ring ouzel and twite as well as chough) 

Curlew 

• The RSPB trial management project at Ysbty Ifan is entering its 

final season 

• RSPB seeking £2.5 million from WG EnRAW grant for four place- 

based pilot projects and evidence work in partnership with 

BTO, MWT and the Denbighshire Countryside Service (BTO and 

GWCT have submitted a separate parallel bid) – since the 

meeting we have found out both bids were unsuccessful 

Hen Harrier 

• Total of four satellite tagged birds were lost in suspicious 

circumstances across Wales in 2018; 2 from welsh nests, 2 from 

outside Wales 

• Further tagging work planned for 2019 (funds for up to 6 more 

tags) under the Skydancer EU LIFE project 

National Seabird Census 

• Working with NRW to complete survey of inland gull sites this 

coming season 

• High confidence of full coverage in Wales; more challenging in 

Scotland but expectations are that there will be full to near full 

coverage across the UK 

Lake Vyrnwy HLF 

• Work now well under way to develop second stage application 

to HLF. Includes around £2.5 million of work for biodiversity 

• Includes blanket bog, dry heath, ffridd, woodland and in bye 

with the aim of benefitting wide range of species including 

black grouse, curlew, peregrine, hen harrier, merlin, whinchat 

and ring ouzel 

 

    

19.16  Any other business  

 19.16. 

1 

Logo for WOS 30?  

  To seek ideas for modifying the existing logo for the 30th anniversary. GP 

  To enquire about a 30th birthday cake for the conference. HC 

    

 19.16. 

2 

Welsh list 

 
JH and Reg Thorpe have now updated the list. 

 



 

 19.16. 

3 

Oil spills 

 
There is an issue in Wales about localised oil spills and the lack of suitable 

action plans, especially for marine spills. In relation to a recent spill JH 

recommended that people used the County pages on the website to seek local 

contacts. BH informed us that he had written a report about such issues, but 

his was about 20 years ago. 

 

    

    

  Ian M Spence  

  29 March 2019  

    

    

 


